
 

 

Thinking of becoming a School Council member? 

 

Roles & Responsibilities of School Council  
 

At the beginning of each year approximately half of our school council members’ positions 
are open for re-election/nomination. 
 
What is School Council? 

· School Council is a legally formed body that is given powers to set key directions of a 
school. 

· It is the major governing body of the school. 
· It decides future directions for the school and oversees the school operation. 

 

Who is on School Council? 
There are 3 categories of membership: 

· Parent members 
· DEECD employee members 
· Community members (optional) 

School Council members are elected for a two year term. 
 

What is the role of School Council? 
· Establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the schools community 
· Develop and monitor the school strategic plan 
· Develop, review and update school policies 
· Develop, review and monitor Student Code of Conduct and the School Dress Code 
· Raise funds for school related purposes 
· Approve the annual budget and monitor expenditure 
· Maintain school grounds and facilities 
· Enter into contracts (eg. Cleaning, construction work) 
· Report annually to the school community and to DEECD 
· Stimulate interest in the school generally 

 

 

 



School Council does not: 

· Manage the school 
· Employ teaching staff 
· Represent situational interests 
· Renew the Principal’s contract or hire and fire the school Principal 
· Determine class allocation 
· Discuss individual issues between teachers and students and/or parents 
· Purchase land, buildings or motor vehicles 
· Enter into hire purchase agreements or obtain credit or loan facilities, unless 

authorised by the Minister 
 
What is the role of a School Council member? 

· Parent members bring expertise and views to Council on behalf of the whole school 
community. 

· DEECD members bring educational expertise and views to Council on behalf of the 
whole school community. 

· Community representatives tend to bring individual expertise to assist Council in 
specific decisions. 

 
Do I have what it takes to be on Council?  
 

· You need to be keen but you don’t need to be an expert 

· You need to like people and be able to work in a team 
· School Councils work best when they have a variety of people from a variety of 

different backgrounds and have different experiences 
· You do need to be prepared to commit the time needed to ensure the work of 

Council gets done. 
 

Why would I want to be on Council? 
· It’s a great way to get involved and have a real say in what your school is doing for its 

students 
· It’s a very good way to help present and future students of the school 
· Your children may feel a greater  

 
 What is the workload? 

School Council must meet at least 8 times each year, and at least once per term. 

 

 

We look forward to receiving your nomination. 

 


