
Our School Values—Handbook 



WELCOME 
Dear Parent/Carer(s) and Students, 

Welcome to Dederang Primary School and to a new year of learning, fun and working together to build 

our positive and happy school environment. 

We look forward to working together with our Parents, Students, Staff and local community to ensure 

everyone is recognising and following our School Values and Behaviour Expectations. 

This handbook will help to remind our students and families of the expectations we all have of each   

other in ensuring we are happy and thriving at school. 

It tells us what Be Safe, Be a Learner and Be Respectful, looks like, sounds like and feels like. These      

values are demonstrated and spoken about frequently in our day and we ask that you sit together as a 

family to review this booklet and ensure we are all familiar with its contents. 

As always, our door is always open should you have any questions about our School Values, Behaviour 

Expectations and Positive Behaviour Support. 

Sincerely, 

 

Monika King 

Principal 



VALUES 
At Dederang Primary School, we want to feel happy, safe and ready to learn. To help us feel this way at 

school, we have three values: 

 

 

 

 

 

When we learn about our school values, these are the areas that we will talk about: 

 

INSIDE SPACES   OUTSIDE SPACES   DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 

 

Our teachers use the Dederang Primary School Behaviour Expectations Matrix and 5 key concepts of 

Emotional Intelligence to help teach us how to and how to help ourselves and others feel ready to learn 

and play. Our matrix shows us what is expected when we are in the different areas of our school. Our 

teachers help us to learn these skills so we know how to make positive choices and help everyone to be 

happy and safe at school. 



Dederang Primary School Student Expectations 

Inside Spaces Outside Spaces Digital Citizenship  Always 

 I move calmly in and around 

the learning spaces using my 

walking feet 

 I sit on my chair appropriately 

and push it in after getting up 

 I ask for permission to borrow 

someone else’s property 

 I wear a hat when the UV  index 

is above 3 

 I stay within school boundaries 

 I play in the correct area 

 I wear gumboots when in the 

creek area 

 I will report inappropriate     

content and behaviour to a 

trusted adult 

 I will be ready to show my    

netbook if someone asks to see 

it 

 I use technology at a table 

  I keep my hands and feet to 

myself 

 I use equipment as it is meant 

to be used 

 I wear correct school uniform 

  I do my best, having a go and 

trying again 

 I complete work that is of a 

high standard (bold, best and 

beautiful) 

 I use things in my classroom 

to help me with my learning 

 I work independently 

 I try to solve problems by calmly 

talking them through 

 I take safe risks when playing on 

or using equipment 

 I use my netbook to help me 

with my learning. 

 I follow teacher’s instructions 

when using technology 

 I use technology  appropriate 

for my learning 

 I listen to the teacher and   

follow instructions 

 I am honest and take            

responsibility for my actions 

 I am a positive role model 

 I am resilient when faced with 

challenges 

  I use my inside voice in the 

classroom 

 I put my hand up and wait to 

speak 

 I listen to my teacher and  

others with my whole body, 

heart and mind 

 I respect the opinions of     

others 

 I agree to the rules of the game 

and play by them 

 I am a gracious winner or loser 

when playing games with others 

 I let others join in games 

 I am considerate of others    

playing outside 

 I keep food and drink away 

from the netbooks 

 I take care of my netbook and 

any technology I use at school 

 I use my manners (“Please, 

thank you, and may I”) 

 I help others 

 I help to keep our learning 

space and school ground tidy 

 I welcome visitors to the 

school 

Be safe to yourself 

and others 

Be a listener,      

be a thinker and 

take a risk 

Treat others as 

you would like to 

be treated 



5 key concepts 
Our 5 key concepts, developed within Wilson McCaskil’s Play is the Way Program ensures that we have 

the skills to build a safe school environment and embrace the ups and downs of life and learning. The 

following concepts become our mantras within the school and help us to live our school values of Be 

Safe, Be a Learner and Be Respectful: 



TOKENS AND REWARDS 
When we are showing our school values and making positive 

choices, we can be acknowledged with a bead. Everyone has a 

length of string to collect their beads on in our classroom. 

 

Each week we calculate the amount of beads we have received and 

we then record the amount in our bank book. This teaches us how 

to save to get bigger and better items. It is really exciting to save 

our beads and every year our school chooses different rewards we 

can achieve. 

 

Some rewards are having a special lunch, a mystery prize, or a $5 

voucher for a hot meal from the  Dederang Store. 

 

When we are ready to cash in our beads recorded in our bank 

book, we tell our classroom teacher. They help us to organise our 

reward, and get it signed off in our bank book. 



How our Teachers Help Us 
Our teachers work really hard to teach us the skills we need to be the best person 

we can be. Some of the ways our teachers help us are: 

 Telling us when they see that we’re doing our best and using tokens 

 Teaching us the school values, 5 key concepts and behaviours on our matrix 

 Showing us the right way to behave if sometimes we don’t make good choices 

 Setting up our learning environment to help us learn and feel safe 

 

There might be times when we don’t show our school values properly and we 

need to be reminded of what is expected. Our teachers will work with us to        

remind us of what we should do, and sometimes they might get us to reflect on 

our choices by filling out a Behaviour Reflection Form. 

 

This form helps us to stop and think about the choice we made, and how we will 

act next time. 

 

We also have a classroom behaviour tracker to help us make good choices. 



What to do if I need HELP 
Sometimes people don’t always make a positive choice and it can make people feel sad, hurt and unsafe. At 

school, our teachers and staff want us to feel happy and safe at all times, so if we are having a problem with 

someone, this is what we can do. 
 

TELL THEM TO STOP 

If someone is not being nice, that’s not ok. Tell them to stop, that you don’t like it, and 

move away from them. If you are hurt go straight to a teacher. 

IF THEY DON’T STOP 

If the person does not stop, then we need to ask for help. Go to a teacher and tell 

them what happened. 

HOW THE TEACHER WILL HELP 

The teacher will listen to you, and then speak to the other person/s. When people 

don’t make positive  choices, the teacher will help to teach them the positive way to 

behave at school. 

WHAT IF IT HAPPENS AGAIN 

If we have another problem with this person, we need to talk to the teacher again. 

Sometimes people need extra help to learn how to make positive choices. Our    

teachers want to help us, so we need to make sure we share our problems with them 

so they can keep helping us. 

 


