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 I welcome you and your family to our beautiful small school community. 

Dederang Primary School is proud to offer you caring and conscientious 

staff, excellent facilities and innovative programs to enhance your child’s 

learning and wellbeing. I look forward to your involvement in your child’s 

education and encourage a positive partnership between home and 

school.  This partnership will support your child’s journey through primary 

education to ensure that it is enjoyable and rewarding.  

Our class structures may vary from year to year depending on enrolment 

and staffing. Presently we have a Prep – 2 and a 3 – 6 class. We are 

flexible with student groupings and approaches to planning and organising so that we best meet 

student needs. Learning in each classroom is differentiated and caters for the needs of each student. 

We use a wide range of teaching/learning groupings: individual, paired, small cooperative; 

composite; age/grade and whole school. Staff work intensively to analyse student work and learning 

data to personalise learning for your child. 

Dederang Primary School values working in partnerships with students, staff, parents and the local 

community to ensure that the best opportunities are available to all of our students. We seek to 

continuously develop these partnerships. At all times we encourage open and honest 

communication and believe this will model to our students responsible problem solving and social 

behaviours.  

In line with these principles, our students are openly encouraged to realise their responsibility for 

their behaviour. Our following school values reflect expectations of all staff, students and parents in 

our community.  

 

Our Student Engagement and Inclusion policy outlines Rights and Responsibilities and shared 

behaviour expectations which are clear, firm and fair for all.  Teacher, students and parents are 

involved in the implementation of this policy.    

Our school priorities are Literacy and Numeracy, with a focus on integrating Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) across all learning areas. We offer an extensive range of extra 
curricula activities and our specialist classes include Chinese, Art, Performing Arts (Drumming, 
Singing, Dance), STEM, Library, PE, and Hands On Learning (Horticulture/Cooking/Building) 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for further information about our school or our programs, or to 

talk about your child’s educational needs.   

Again, a sincere and warm welcome to our school. I look forward to our partnership and providing 

your child with an exciting and fulfilling education while they are at Dederang Primary School.  

MONIKA KING 

Principal 

Principals Message 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL & SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS 

Please note that all visitors to the school must sign in and collect a ‘Visitor’s Pass’.  

 
TERM DATES, PUBLIC HOLIDAYS & SCHOOL HOURS 

 
For the month of February, Foundation (Prep) students are not required to attend school on 
Wednesdays. Individual assessments of the Foundation students will be conducted by the staff on 
these days. Parents will be forwarded the details regarding their child’s day and time for the 
assessment.  
 

VICTORIAN SCHOOL TERMS 2022 

 
 

Public Holidays 2022 
 

Mon 3rd January  New Year’s Day   Mon 25th April  ANZAC Day  
 
Wed 26th January Australia Day   Mon 13th June  Queens Birthday 
 
Mon 14th March Labour Day   Tues 1 November Melbourne Cup 
 
Fri 15th April  Good Friday   Mon 14th June  Queens Birthday 
 

 
 
 
 
 

General Information 

Dederang P.S. #1772      
4364 Kiewa Valley Highway Dederang, Vic. 3691    
 
Telephone: (02) 6028 9331     
Principal Mobile: 0432 814 550     
Fax: (02) 60289210 
 
Website: http://www.dederang.vic.edu.au/ 
Email: dederang.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Principal:   Monika King 

Business Manager: Noelene Goyen 
Noelene is available on Mondays and 
Thursdays and can help you with 
administrative queries. 

Term 1    Monday 31st January   to  Friday 8th April 

Term 2     Tuesday 26th April   to  Friday 24th June 

Term 3     Monday 11th July  to Friday 16th September 

Term 4     Monday 3rd October  to Tuesday 20th December 
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School Hours 
 

Parents are requested to ensure 
their child arrives at school on 
time.  Lateness is upsetting for the 
child involved, unsettling for the 
teacher and the whole class, and 
instils negative habits for the child.  
 
Supervision of children in the yard 
commences at 8:45am and 
concludes at 3:45pm. Children 
should be in the school ground by 
8:50am, ready to commence at 
9:00am.  
 
To promote healthy eating all 

children participate in a 10:00am 

Fruit or Vegetable Snack break. 

Classroom programs continue 

during this time and are modified 

to enable this break to occur. 

 
SCHOOL PROFILE 

 
Officially opened in 1877, Dederang Primary School is situated 48km south of Wodonga on the 
Kiewa Valley Highway in the picturesque Kiewa Valley. The school boasts a superb rural setting, 
nestled among dairy farms and with stunning views of Mt Bogong and the Alps.  
 
The school serves a community within a radius of 10kms from which the students are bussed or 
driven. 

 
Grounds 
Behind our striking blue wren, you will note our spacious and welcoming school grounds consisting 
of many natural play spaces for exploration and creative play. 

Our Nature Conservation Area consisting of a shallow and seasonal creek is our Nature Playground 
space – utilised for teaching and learning and free play. Our students conduct Water Watch activities 
in our creek and work closely with Landcare to maintain creek health.   

We have a student created edible garden, Indigenous garden, butterfly garden, mud kitchen and a 
range of loose parts and items to encourage curious and creative play. When appropriate we tap 
into our immediate environment to offer rich, real world connected learning for our students.  

 

8:45am  School bus arrives 

                                        Breakfast Club available 

9:00am  School Day Starts 

9:00am – 11:00am  Literacy 

11:00am – 11:10am Eat snack in classroom 

11:10am – 11:30am Recess 

11:30am – 12:00 PE 

12:00 – 1:15pm Numeracy 

1:15pm – 1:30pm Eat lunch in classroom 

1:30pm – 2:00pm Lunch 

2:00pm – 3:25pm Specialist Classes 

3:30pm  Dismissal / School bus departs 
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Facilities 
Our school prides itself in providing a safe and orderly learning environment which emphasizes the 
heritage and character of the school, whilst ensuring students are able to access equipment and 
materials for 21st Century Learning. 

In addition to our purpose-built double classroom, we have a specialist art, technology and science 
room, fully equipped music and performing arts room, library, a well-equipped gymnasium that 
students access daily during lunch and recess as well as during timetabled sport and PE, and an 
outdoor kitchen with BBQ and cooking facilities that students access daily during our daily breakfast 
program and during cooking classes. 

     
 
We have an integrated kinder / long day care and a space purposely set up for our Out of School 
Hours Care Program. 

Outside organisations including community groups and clubs are encouraged to use the school 
facilities and provide activities such as dance, music and sports. 
 
School Vision 
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School Philosophy 
Dederang Primary School believes in the right of all children to experience high quality education 
regardless of gender, religious belief, family background and cultural identity. We believe that 
learning can happen anywhere and anytime. At Dederang Primary School we challenge every child to 
be curious, creative and caring. 
 
We want the best outcomes for every child. We have high expectations for children, educators and 
service providers. We value staff and their continued professional learning towards excellence in 
education. We believe that it is imperative that children’s Health Safety and Wellbeing are addressed 
in all areas of the school. We cultivate a sense of citizenship, a love for the natural environment, a 
sense of the aesthetic, fun and wonder with all students. 
 
The school will endeavour to enact its philosophy through its professional development program, 
curriculum provision and focus on student well-being 
 
 
School Values 
Our school values of Respect, Learning and Safety underpin all that we do.  
 
When something goes wrong and relationships break down, we practice restorative conversations 
with students, staff and parents to determine what happened, how people have been affected by 
this and what needs to happen to repair the situation. Through an extensive consultation process, as 
a school we have established three rules. These are used to frame our restorative conversations, 
form the basis of our student well-being policy and are summarised below. 

 
We strive to work with parents and the community to nurture confident and resilient young people. 
 
Further information on our school values, behaviour matrix and student wellbeing can be found in 
the School Values Handbook and Student Wellbeing and Engagement Handbook. 
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MONEY MATTERS 
 

Whenever it is necessary to send money to school for excursions, 
book club, camps, educational expense payment etc. please 
enclose the correct money in an envelope with the child's name, 
activity and amount included on the outside. All money should 
be sent with your child to their teacher for collection or given to 
the business manager. 
 
If you are paying by cheque, please make cheques payable to 
‘Dederang Primary School’.   

 
Banking 
Dederang Primary School is involved in both the Bendigo School Banking and Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia School Banking Schemes. Any enrolled child is eligible to open an account through the 
school. Children can take up this offer at the beginning of each year. 

 
NEWSLETTER, SEESAW, FACEBOOK 

 
To keep you informed of school activities, a newsletter, is 
produced weekly. It is our most vital form of communication to 
you of happenings and information regarding your child's school 
activities. It includes staff and student reports as well as photos 
from the classroom. Our newsletter can be accessed via our 
website and your child’s seesaw account. 
 
The school is willing to place community advertisements in our 
newsletter. We prefer emailed contributions to save time, sent 
directly to our Business Manager, Noelene Goyen.  
 
Each child also has a Seesaw page which is used for showcasing 
and reflecting on learning, posting important reminders, and 
communicating between home and school. 
 
We have a Facebook page that is used showcase happenings at our school. 
  

LOST PROPERTY 
 
All school clothing should be clearly labelled with the child's name. If your child has lost any 
belongings, please check the "Lost Property" tub kept inside the double classrooms. At the end of 
each term unnamed lost property in good condition is washed and then placed in the second hand 
uniform box. 
 
Personal Goods Brought To School At Owners Risk 
The Department of Education’s policy is that: “Private property brought to schools by students is not 
insured nor is the Department of Education responsible for any loss. We advise that children should 
not bring their treasures to school. 
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LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Your child needs to bring adequate food/drink for 
fruit/vegetable break, morning recess and lunch times. We 
encourage and foster healthy food choices as much as 
possible and encourage nude food. Please provide a lunch 
box and drink bottle which your child can open and close by 
themselves. Your child should have a drink bottle containing 
water that they can access throughout the course of the day. 
Please, no sweet drinks!   
 

Students also have the opportunity to order a lunch order each Monday from the Dederang General 
Store if they wish. A menu is distributed at the beginning of the school year with our newsletter. 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 
At Dederang Primary School it is compulsory to wear school uniform. Basic school uniform items 
may be purchased from department stores (navy blue track suit pants, navy shorts, and navy 
skivvies). School logo T-shirts or polo shirts and windcheaters are available through the Parents Club. 
 
Should you require assistance with sourcing or purchasing uniform, please speak with the Principal 
or business manager. We ask for parent support to ensure their children wear neat and tidy uniform 
each day to school or write a note to teachers if this is not possible. 
 

As part of the school uniform, all children are required to wear a school 
uniform blue broad brimmed or bucket sun hat in Term 1 and Term 4 to be 
Sun-Smart. In Term 2 and Term 3 students are required to wear a school hat 
when the UV rays are rated 3 or above. Caps are not acceptable as they do 
not provide adequate protection from the sun’s harmful rays.  If a child does 
not wear a hat during the summer months, they will be required to sit in a 
designated shade area. Full parental support is requested in this matter.  It is 

important that our children realise the serious risk of skin cancer resulting from over exposure to the 
sun. 
 
Summer Uniform: 
Maroon school polo or t-shirt, navy shorts and a blue broad 
brimmed or bucket sun hat. 
 
Winter Uniform: 
Navy skivvy and navy track suit pants, maroon school polo or t-
shirt and choice of maroon rugby top or windcheater with 
school logo. 
 
Footwear: 
Sensible flat runners or black school shoes should be worn 
every day. Elevated heels and elastic sided boots are not 
allowed, and thongs are not permitted at school.  
 
Students are required gumboots to access the school creek 
area. These can be kept at school for convenience 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj_4LyK9vPcAhVYBIgKHfvrCDgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/crafty42lady2/sun-safety/&psig=AOvVaw1ZlKNaiF_VvCX8P69PzHAe&ust=1534589644789651
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CURRICULUM DAYS – STUDENT FREE DAYS 
 
The Department of Education and Training (DET) deems four Curriculum Days per year to be 
allocated as days where children are not required at school.  These days are used for Professional 
Development sessions for teachers, Curriculum/Policy Planning Days and Parent Reporting.    
  
DET have allocated the first day of Term 1 as a Student Free Day across the State of Victoria. Parents 
will be informed of the date for the remaining Curriculum days.  This will be done via the School 
Newsletter, Seesaw and website.  
 
OSHC will notify parents if they are operating on pupil free days. OSHC do not operate on public 
holidays.  

 
 

TRAVEL TO SCHOOL 
 

Children walking or cycling to school should use the bicycle track where possible. Children are not 
permitted to ride bicycles in the school grounds. Bicycles must be stored safely in the bike rack. 
 
Bus Travel: 
Bus travel is available to and from school. At present our bus driver is Warren Larkin (02) 6028 9423 
or 0406 327 220. Any non-bus travelling children wanting to use the bus for some reason must gain 
permission from the Principal and bus proprietor. Parents should notify the bus proprietor in the 
first instance of changed arrangements of an afternoon as we cannot guarantee that messages left 
on our answering machine will always be listened to and passed on before 3:30pm. 
 
Student Pick Up and Delivery: 
 
Please use the car park to transfer you child to/from your vehicle and allow an easy and safe flow of 
traffic. Please ‘back in’ to park. Please obey the exit and entry signs to the car park as these are 
official Road Traffic Signs. Drivers must observe the 60kmh speed limit in force around our school, 
which is in force at the start and end of the school day.   
 
Children must wait inside the school fence until they are collected. Children can be left at school 
from 8:45am and need to be collected by 3:40pm. Teachers are officially on duty from 8:45am to 
3:40pm. Please note that children will be signed into the Out of School Hours Care service outside of 
these official hours. 
 
Please ensure you sign children in and out, if they are arriving or departing outside of normal times. 

 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS CARE 
Our school offers a before and after school care program. This is available during the working week 
and school holidays. Please contact Kath Lewinson, our OSHC Coordinator, on 0418399861 for more 
information about this service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 
 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
began in 2015. It provides payments for eligible 
students to attend camps, sports and excursions.  
 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession 
card or temporary foster parents are eligible to 
apply. Payments will go directly to the school and 
be tied to the student.  
 
Excursions and Incursions: 
Excursions are those activities undertaken away from the school and include day excursions, cultural 
performances, Group Days, Theme Days, Sports Days. 

 
School excursions/incursions play an important part 
in the educational and social development of your 
child and are considered part of the regular 
curriculum. These excursions/ incursions support 
the learning that is happening in the classroom, so 
it is important that every child participates.   
  
Due to legal requirements, no child will be 
permitted to participate in an excursion unless a 
signed consent form is returned by the stipulated 
date.  
 

Excursion & Activity Fees: 
The excursion/incursion levy for each child is set by the School Council at the beginning of each year 
and is advertised in the newsletter. This contribution will be used towards paying for all whole 
school excursions such as the swimming program and special events brought into the school for 
students. This fee also includes Student Insurance. 
 
Some costs are not included in the 
excursion/incursion levy as not all students are 
involved. These are – camps, swimming carnival, 
interschool sport, cross country, 
Zone/District/State competitions, student 
leadership programs and skiing. These will be 
paid for by parents of those children involved at 
the time of the events. The fees may be paid in 
the first term or by instalments. Our policy is for 
no child to miss out because of financial 
disadvantage. Please talk to the Principal if the 
excursion levy poses a difficulty and something 
will be worked out. 
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EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES PARENT PAYMENT 
 
Each year the School Council has the role of approving the school budget based upon the goals and 
priorities as outlined in the school Strategic Plan. The School Council has three major sources of 
funding: the Student Resource Package paid by the Department of Education & Early Childhood 
Development, family payments for materials/programs and local fundraising.   
 
The Department’s Student Resource Package meets most of the costs related to salaries, 
administration and operational costs such as heating and cleaning. However, it does not meet the 
cost of individual student packs, classroom packs and consumables associated with some specialists’ 
programs.   
 
Each year parents can purchase some essential items through the school as a class pack. We also 
enrol students in online programs such as Sound Waves and Reading Eggs and these subscriptions 
can also be accessed from home. Requisite lists for the following year are issued late in Term 4. The 
school provides many basic materials that students need including coloured pencils, pencils, eraser, 
sharpener, scissors, ruler, glue and calculator to be used as a whole of class shared resources. 
 
Current advice on calculators is that all primary age children are encouraged to become familiar with 
their use. (They do not replace mathematical thinking and problem solving). They are a required 
item in secondary schools. At primary level, a very basic calculator is recommended. In addition, for 
3 – 6 students, we ask that they have a memory stick to save and back up their electronic files. 
 
Building & Grounds Contributions: 

Each family is asked to either place themselves on the school mowing roster or 
contribute towards the cost of having the school grounds mown. The contribution 
amount is to be determined by School Council each year. We are grateful for a 
generous donation from the Kancoona Quilting Group, which allowed us to 
purchase a school ride on lawn mower. 
 

Any parents, who have difficulty paying the amount by the due date, should contact the Business 
Manager to make alternative arrangements.   
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CHILD AND FAMILY HEALTH PROGRAM 
 
All Victorian children are provided with a health assessment in their first year at school. School 
nurses deliver this program. It gives parents/guardians, teachers and nurses an opportunity to work 
together for the well-being and educational progress of children. 
 
In order to carry out a health assessment, the nurses need to 
know information that only parents, or guardians have about 
their chid. Prior to the school nurse’s visit parents will receive 
a School Entrant Health Questionnaire, which will assist them 
to provide this information. Parents are encouraged to consult 
the school nurse at the time of her visit to school to discuss 
any concerns they may have. All information is confidential.  
 
The health assessment is not intended to replace your normal 
source of health care. School nurses are also available to see 
children from other year levels causing concern to parents or 
teachers.  
 
 All new enrolments should produce an immunization certificate which are available through the 
local Shire. 
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Dederang Primary School implements the Victorian Curriculum and utilises the Framework for 
Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) continuum, to ensure that we are providing a broad rigorous 
curriculum from Foundation to Year Six and being accountable, responsible and reflective of our 
learning program and practice. 

Classroom programs are progressive and personalised, 
catering for each child’s needs, encouraging parental 
involvement and promoting active learning. The school has 
high, but achievable student expectations with student 
progress being monitored regularly and this information 
being used to inform teaching practice. 

At Dederang Primary School teachers plan differentiated 
daily lessons in Literacy and Numeracy. We integrate the 

subjects of History, Geography, Health, ICT and Civics & Citizenship into our lessons. Students also 
receive daily lessons in Physical Education, and weekly Social Emotional Learning (SEL), STEM, 
Performing Arts (Drama, Dance and Music), Chinese, Visual Arts and Library lessons. 

We take every opportunity for our students to work with the community. Every Friday students 
participate in our Hands-on Learning program, working alongside teachers and community 
volunteers as part of our sustainability lessons (including horticulture, cooking and building). 

Chinese and Cultural Studies is taught weekly from Foundation to Year 6 by a specialist visiting 
teacher.  
 
Visual Arts is taught fortnightly from Foundation to Year 6 by a 
specialist art teacher. Our visiting art teacher provides all art 
materials. We regularly integrate art, when appropriate, into 
other curriculum areas. 
 
Library is taught fortnightly from Foundation to Year 6 by a 
specialist library teacher.  
 
Every fortnight, when your child borrows a book, please read it, or 
talk with them about the pictures.  We have discovered that 
children who hear many stories are usually the best readers later 
in their schooling.  Please remind your child to return his/her 
library book every fortnight so they can borrow a new book.  
 
In addition to the visiting library van, we have a well-resourced 
library to support children to read for enjoyment and with 
research.  
 

 
SCHOOL PRIORITIES  

 
The school’s Strategic Plan 2018 - 2021 has set the following as curriculum priorities:  
  

 Literacy 

 Numeracy  
 

Student Learning 
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ENGLISH  
Our Strategic Plan clearly identifies the importance of, and our commitment to, developing the 
Literacy skills of all our students. The English curriculum specifically identifies required skills in the 
areas of reading and viewing, writing, and speaking and listening. The learning/ teaching in these 
areas are interrelated and do not occur in isolation. 

Our daily literacy block runs for 2 hours each Monday – Friday and we integrate Literacy and 
Numeracy into our Hands on Learning sessions on Friday. 

We always endeavour to provide our students with authentic, rich and purposeful learning 
opportunities within Literacy, so they develop strong real-life connections and applications of their 
learning.  

The essential components of the Literacy Program are: 

 A daily 2 hour literacy session 

 Small group explicit teaching at point of need  

 Strong partnership between school and home. Parents 

are encouraged to assist with the literacy program in 

each classroom. 

 Home Reading as an essential part of our school’s 

reading program. 

Talk for Writing – a school wide approach to teaching writing 

Talk for Writing is a unique process that uses spoken activities to develop writing skills. Quality 
writing is created by first expanding and developing students’ oral language skills and then teaching 
the necessary steps for exceptional sentence, paragraph and text construction. 

In Talk For Writing, the process of “Imitation – Innovation – Invention” is explored. Students learn to 
orally recite and act out popular stories through listening and reading. Students are taught to use the 
underlying structure of the original text to create their own version on a different topic. Over time, 
they move towards independent writing as they create texts about their own topics. 

VCOP 

VCOP gives students the confidence and the understanding to develop control of a higher level 
writers voice. The VCOP student writing pathways are used by our students to monitor their 
progress and set learning goals for writing.  
 

Sound Waves – a school wide approach to teaching spelling 

Implemented across the whole school is Sound Waves, a spelling program based on phonemic 
awareness. Students learn strategies to decode and encode the written word, and important 
concepts such as rhyming, tense, prefixes, suffixes, Greek and Latin roots and ultimately leading to a 
genuine understanding of the mechanics of our language. 

 
 
 
 



17 
 

MATHS  
As with English, our Strategic Plan also clearly identifies the 
importance of, and our commitment to, developing and 
continually improving the Mathematical understandings and 
skills of all our students. 

Our daily Numeracy block runs for 1 hour each Monday-Friday 
and we integrate Literacy and Numeracy into our Hands on 
Learning sessions on Friday. 

We always aim to plan rich tasks, which naturally demonstrate 
the connection of Mathematics to our daily lives. We 
complement our Mathematics instruction through weekly 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
sessions, which offer collaborative and engaging learning 
opportunities for our students. 

During the Numeracy block we cover the Victorian Curriculum Mathematics modes of; Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. 

eLEARNING / DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY 
 
The school community places great importance on Information and Computer Learning Technology 
to ensure students are equipped for 21stCentury Learning. All classrooms have computer access, an 
Interactive screen, and iPads. We integrate the teaching and learning of ICT across all curriculum 
areas. Students and teachers use Seesaw to reflect on and showcase student learning to families. 

 
Dederang Primary Schools e-Learning Vision 
At Dederang Primary School we seek to use innovative 
Information and Communication Technologies to enhance 
student learning and promote the responsible use of 
technology in a global community. 

We are an accredited eSmart school. An eSmart school is 
a school where the smart, safe and responsible use of 
information and communications technology is a cultural 
norm. Students, teachers and the wider school 
community are equipped to embrace the best these 
technologies can offer, while being savvy about the pitfalls 
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 
Dederang Primary School is fortunate to have Christina Torio as 
our school chaplain and student well-being officer. Christina 
offers: 

 Pastoral care support to the whole school community 

– including students, families and staff 

 Educational and small group programs to address 

specific needs 

 The building of connections with the wider 

community 

 Intervention and trauma support in crises and 

emergencies 

Christina also drives our schools social and emotional wellbeing 
program, teaching resilience, empathy, gratitude and mindfulness 
to students as part of our weekly Social and Emotional Learning 
lessons. 

Play is the Way 

At Dederang Primary School the implementation of Wilson McCaskill’s ‘Play is the Way’ program 
underpins everything we do. ‘Play is the Way’ is a practical methodology for teaching social and 
emotional learning using guided play, classroom activities and a specific and empowering language 
which is embedded across all levels of our school. 

The ‘Play is the Way’ philosophy consists of behavior education and student self-regulation that 
fosters independent, self-motivated, empathetic, lifelong learners. 

This philosophy revolves around the Self-Mastery Checklist and the following 5 key concepts: 

 Treat others as you would like them to treat you. 

 Be brave - Participate to progress. 

 Pursue your personal best no matter who you work with. 

 Have reasons for the things you say and do. 

 It takes great strength to be sensible. 

 
We take a whole school approach to Respectful Relationships Education and implement daily 
reflective and mindfulness practices from the Resilience Project program. Dederang Primary School 
is also recognised as a Be You School (Formally Kids Matter) 
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SCIENCE / STEM 
Dederang Primary School offers weekly specialised STEM lessons that complement environmental 
initiatives in our school. Our inquiry-based approach focuses on developing student’s knowledge, 
understanding and skills in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. Our lessons are 
structured to engage students in creative, cooperative and curious problem solving. Students are 
encouraged to think deeply, make hypothesis, trial solutions and reflect on outcomes.  

We are also a Resource Smart School and 
are constantly working towards improving 
our environmental footprint. We partner 
with our local Landcare group to participate 
in unique environmental initiatives. Our 
senior students participate in the Kids 
Teaching Kids conference and drive 
environmental projects in our school. 
 
We are also part of the River Detectives program and are closely monitoring the water quality in our 
school creek. 
 

     
 
PE 
In addition to our daily PE lessons, the school offers a summer swimming program (P-6) and in 
winter, Years 3 – 6 students are offered skiing at Falls Creek.  
 
Skiing 
Year 3 – 6 students are able to go skiing in Term 3. They initially participate in a cross country 
program and are subsequently able to elect also to experience downhill skiing. The children are 
transported by bus. Dederang Primary School participates where possible with our cluster schools to 
deliver an exhilarating ski program. Parents are able to assist if space allows on the bus. We hold a 
whole school excursion to the snow every two years. 
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Swimming 
Emphasis in term 1 is on stroke development and water confidence. Further sessions are taken in 
term 4 with an emphasis on water safety and survival. Depending on pool availability, we either 
travel by bus to the Mount Beauty Swimming Pool or the Wodonga Leisure Centre. Parents will be 
informed of dates and times in the newsletter. The children are involved in activities at the pool for 
one hour and progress through the levels outlined by the Royal Life Saving Society. 
 
In early February our Year 3 – 6 students also participate in an Open Water Learning lesson at Noreil 
Park in Albury. 
 
Inter School Sports Days 
Dederang Primary School participates in cluster swimming and athletics sporting opportunities, 
allowing students the opportunities to progress to zone. We also offer students the opportunity to 
participate in Winter Sports Day, Cross Country Runs, and some team sports at various times. On 
occasions parents will be asked to arrange transport of their children to and from these sports 
activities. 

 
 
HOMEWORK 
Students are expected to read each night. Teachers may set weekly homework tasks which will often 
include, but is not limited to, spelling and maths practise. 
 
 

PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES (PSD) 
 

Our school has a positive approach to the provision of inclusive schooling for all children in the 
education programs and social life of our school.  We work closely with families whom children have 
been identified as meeting the criteria for the PSD. The School receives funding in its Resource 
Package to meet the learning needs of these children.  

 
 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 
 

Foundation parents have the opportunity to meet with their child’s classroom teacher once the Prep 

Assessment Interview is completed.  At the start of the year, a personalised Meet & Greet session 

will be organised for students in Years 1-6 to enable parents to meet with their child’s teacher and 

discuss any important and relevant issues. Written student reports will be forwarded home to 

parents at the end of each half-year Semester in June and December.  Formal Student/ 

Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled at the end of Term 2, 3 and 4.  Students are expected to 

attend and contribute to these discussions. Also, special parent sessions or information nights will be 

held to keep the school community informed of our programs.  These will be promoted through our 

newsletter.  
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CURRICULUM SUPPORT & ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
 

Cultural and Artistic: 

 School Concert at the end of the year 

 Instrumental music lessons (Fee for 
service basis) 

Camps and Excursions: 

 Whole School Sleep over  

 Year 3 and 4 camp – 3 days 

 Year 5 and 6 camp – 4 days 
We aim to vary destinations and experiences 
over the four years in the upper school. Where 
possible we attend camps with our cluster 
schools to build strong friendships leading up to 
High School. 

Sporting and Leisure: 

 Inter-school sporting competitions for 
Year 3 – 6  

 Whole School Fun Run (x-country) 

 Foundation – Year 2 Junior Sports Day 

 Year 3 – 6 Athletics Carnival 

 Year 3 – 6 Swimming Carnival 

 Sports Clinics  

Educational Enhancement: 

 Book Club/Book Week Celebration 

 Special days / theme days 

 Graduation – Year Six 

 
Leadership and Decision Making: 
School leadership program including: 

 Student Voice 

 Student Representative Council (SRC) 

 Buddies Program 

Student Wellbeing: 

 School Chaplain / wellbeing – Christina 
Torio 

 Restorative Practices 

 Student Inclusion and Engagement 
Guidelines 

 Whole school activities highlighting 
positive behaviour 

 Special assemblies / student awards 

 Integration support staff 

 Transition program – Pre-School and 
Secondary School 

 Social and Emotional Wellbeing 
programs 

Communication: 

 Fortnightly Assemblies 

 School Website 

 Newsletters 

 Memo 

 School Facebook Page 

 Information nights 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 
 

 
 
As members of the Dederang school community, students, teachers and families have certain rights 
and behaviour expectations within our community. The Right to teach and learn, and the Right to 
feel safe both physically and emotionally are governing. All students, teachers and parents are 
expected to behave in a way that upholds each of our Rights and School values 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to the Student Engagement and Wellbeing Handbook for detailed information on 

student wellbeing 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Wellbeing 
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EXTREME WEATHER DAYS – WET, HOT OR WINDY 
 

If the weather is unsuitable for the children to go outside, the school will work on a "Wet Day" 
timetable with supervision being provided inside.  Please note the importance of your child having 
appropriate clothing in winter on wet and cold weather days, i.e. raincoats and hats, waterproof 
shoes (perhaps slippers to wear in the classroom), gloves, warm hats, etc.  Again children do tend to 
find wet or muddy areas, so a change of clothing, contained in a plastic bag will save us phoning 
parents to bring such items if needed.  Similar arrangements are also arranged for days of extreme 
heat and high winds. 
 

Our school is on the Bushfire At-Risk Register which means we are closed on Code Red days. 
 

KINDER TO FOUNDATION TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 

Our Kinder – Foundation Transition Program commences in 
Term 3 with an initial visit to the Foundation – Year 2 
classroom followed by a school family and community 
information night. This is your opportunity to hear about what 
our school can offer your child.   
  
In Term 4, our transition program offers 5 full day visits to the 
Foundation – Year 2 classroom. The aim of the program is to 
make children confident, and familiarise them with the school buildings, grounds, students and staff 
- thus facilitating a smooth and happy transition.  

 
HELPING YOUR CHILD SETTLE INTO FOUNDATION 

 
At school, children benefit from becoming increasingly independent at doing many things for 
themselves.  It is advisable to begin teaching them to do some things for themselves at home before 
they reach school.   The following skills will help your child become independent and self-confident 
when they are at school.  
  
Managing their own belongings:  

 Recognising their own belongings and their name  

 Undoing zips and buttons 

 Taking off and putting on:  
 Shoes and socks  
 Jumpers/windcheaters  
 Coats  
 Art smock  

 Turning clothing right side out  

 Carrying own school bag  

 Recognising the difference between playlunch and 
lunch  

  
Taking care of their personal needs:  

 Independent toileting including washing their hands and flushing the toilets.   

 Boys using the urinal independently.   

 Using a tissue independently.  
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SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER:  
Can your child: 

 Separate easily from mum and dad? (If your child has difficulty separating from you it is best 
not to linger in the classroom)  

 Follow directions?  

 Share and take turns with other children?  

 Express their needs clearly and confidently?  

 Communicate clearly using complete sentences?  

 Display confidence and be positive with new people and situations?  

 Be truthful and honest?  

 Display courtesy? e.g. ‘please’, ‘thank you’, ‘excuse me’  

 Manage frustration and anger? 
 

YEAR 6 -7 TRANSITION 
 

Year 6 students commencing Secondary School are required to cope with a very different 
environment. It is our responsibility to make this Transition as enjoyable and easy as possible.   
  
Our aim is to provide a smooth and efficient transition from Primary School to Secondary School 
with additional support provided to those who require it.  
  
As part of the transition from Year 6 to Year 7, Dederang PS students participate in organised 
programs with local Secondary Schools. Within our school context, numerous social and leadership 
programs are provided for Year 6 students that will support and prepare them for a smooth 
transition into secondary school.  

 
STUDENT ATTENDANCE – “Every Day Counts” 

 
Our school supports the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development’s “Every Day 
Counts” campaign and has set a school target of 95% attendance for students at every year level. 
This equates to no more than an average of 11 absence days in a school year per student.   
 
New Attendance Requirements 

If your child is sick or absent, you are required to notify the school 

as soon as possible on the day of absence by phone or text message 

(02 6028 9331 or 0432 814 550). If your child is absent on a 

particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain 

why, the absence will be marked as unexplained. The school will 

contact parent/carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an 

unexplained student absence. 

Prior to taking your child on a family holiday, parents are to notify the school. For students going on 
an extended (more than one week) family holiday, a Student Absence Learning Plan will be 
developed, with the expectation that the student completes the work while they are away.   
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ILLNESS/MEDICINES 
A SICK CHILD IS NOT TO BE SENT TO SCHOOL Sending a sick child to school is unfair on the child, nor 
does the school have the personnel or facilities to cater for these children.  If your child becomes ill 
at school, you will be contacted and required to collect him/her or arrange for someone else to do 
so.  If parents cannot be contacted we will then ring the emergency person contact for your child.  
  
SENDING A CHILD TO SCHOOL WHO NEEDS TO TAKE MEDICATION  
 Students who need to take prescribed medication (antibiotics, eye drops, cough mixture, Panadol 
etc.) in school hours are required to have a Student Medical Management Plan completed by their 
parents/guardians before the medication can be administered by staff members at school.  This 
form can be obtained from the classroom teacher.    
 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 
Under the Health Act children are required to present an immunization certificate at primary school 
entry.   
  
The aim of the legislation is to encourage parents to have their children immunised against 
diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles and mumps before school entry.  
  
In the event of an outbreak of any of these diseases, any child not immunised will be excluded from 
school for the prescribed period.  
  
If your child contracts an infectious disease, visit your family doctor.  The table on pages 26 - 27 
provides exclusion information.  
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SCHOOL EXCLUSION INFORMATION 
The following table indicates the minimum period of exclusion from schools and children’s service 
centres required for infectious diseases cases and contacts as prescribed under Regulations 13 and 
14 of the Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations 2001 – Schedule 6.  In this Schedule ‘medical 
certificate’ means a certificate of a registered medical practitioner. 
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Exclusion cases and contacts is not required for Cytomegalovirus Infection, Glandular fever 
(mononucleosis), Hepatitis B or C, Hookworm, Cytofalovirus Infection, Molluscum contafiosum, or, 
Parvovirus (erythema infectiosum, fifth disease). 
 
 
 
 
 



28 
 

PRIVACY 
 

Our school abides by the DET guidelines in regard to privacy. DET and the service providers are 
bound by the Victorian privacy laws, the Information Privacy Act 2000 and the Health Records Act 
2001, as well as other laws that impose specific obligations in regard to handling personal and health 
information that directly or indirectly identifies a person.   
  
Dederang Primary School is committed to protecting the privacy of personal and health information. 
This policy supports the Department's need to collect information and the right of the individual to 
privacy. It ensures that the Department can collect personal and health information necessary for its 
services and functions, while recognising the right of individuals to have their information handled in 
ways that they would reasonably expect and in ways that protect the privacy of their personal and 
health information. A copy of our Privacy Policy can be sourced on our website. 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
 

It is essential that the school can make contact with parents at all times as serious sickness or 
accidents can occur whilst the child is at school.  We therefore keep computer files on which the 
parents' work addresses, telephone numbers, and other relevant information is recorded.  
  
IT IS VITAL THAT THIS INFORMATION IS KEPT UP TO DATE.  
  
If changes of address, phone numbers, employment, etc. occur during the year, please notify us 
immediately in writing. 
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 At Dederang Primary School, we value the partnership between home and school and encourage all 
parents to be involved in their child’s learning, attend and support school events and volunteer their 
time to improve the outcomes for all of our students 
 
Volunteering as a parent: 
You can help by:  

 Being active supporters of the School Council, and/or its 
committees.  

 Taking part in working bees and fundraising activities.  

 Offering yourself as a volunteer at the school as a   -  
classroom helper  -  Learning Resource Centre (library) 
assistant   -  excursions/camps assistant   - Gardener 

 Assisting at Special Events such as the Family Fun Nights, 
sausage sizzles etc  

 Offering yourself as an "outside expert" to teach particular 
skills which would be of value to the pupils at the school, to 
talk about your job or experiences.  

  
Before you can become a Parent Helper you must obtain a Working With Children’s Check and have 
signed the schools Child Safe Protocol.  You can obtain an application form from any Australian Post 
Office.  A copy of your card must be given to the school office. Volunteers must also be double 
vaccinated for COVID-19. 

 
 
   

 
Don't sit back - become involved!!  
 
 
 

 
Parent Club: 
The Parent Club meets once a month at a time advertised in the newsletter. It is a vital and 
appreciated support group for our school. They help in the organising of extra school activities and 
fundraising. Everyone is most welcome. 
 
Parents with a concern: 
In essence, your child’s classroom teacher should be your first point of contact regarding a concern 
or a question. Remember, it is better to discuss a problem when it is first detected rather than allow 
it to become a major problem! If your concerns are not addressed, please refer to our policy 
‘Complaints Resolution Policy”.  
  

 
 
 
 

Parent Involvement 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 
School councils play a key role in Victorian government schools. Participating as a school council 
member is a rewarding and challenging experience. The school council supports the Principal to 
provide the best possible educational outcomes for students.  
  
The school council operates under a legislative framework within the Victorian government school 
system which includes the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 and the Education and Training 
Reform Regulations 2007. Each school council is established by an Order of the Minister for 
Education. 
 
Main functions of School Council: 
School councils have three main responsibilities:  

 Finance – overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and ensuring proper 
records are kept of the school’s financial operation. 

 Strategic Planning – participating in the development and monitoring of the school strategic 
plan. 

 Policy Development and Review – developing, reviewing and updating policies that reflect a 
school’s values and support the school’s broad direction outlined in its strategic plan.  

 
Other key functions of school councils include:  

 raising funds for school-related purposes 

 maintaining school grounds and facilities 

 entering into contracts 

 reporting annually to the school community and the Department 

 representing and taking the views of the community into account 

 regulating and facilitating after-hours use of school premises and grounds 

 operating a children’s service at the school. 
 
School Council Subcommittees 
Subcommittees are advisory bodies to the school council and assist council with work that needs to 
be done. They meet as directed by the council and report, in writing, to the council, Subcommittees 
regularly report at school council meetings to provide advice and make recommendations to the 
council. The council has the final responsibility for decisions. As subcommittees are open to non-
school council members, members of the school community have a chance to get involved in school 
planning and council matters.  
  
The following are the subcommittees of School Council in which parents can become active 
members. The School Council Committees generally meet monthly.  
  
FINANCE - The Business Manager and Principal are members of this committee.   The Business 
Manager reports to the Finance Committee on the monthly finances of the school.  
  
This Subcommittee: 

 monitors the Revenue and Expenditure budgets on a monthly basis.  

 reviews and evaluates the Program Budgets each year.  

The School Council meets twice a term at 6:00pm.  

School Councillors are elected for a two year term by parents in March each year. 
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 liaises with the Community Links Committee and considers other sources of funding  

 co-ordinates and reviews matters related to school finances and provide reports and 
recommendations to School Council  

 devises and recommends policy and guidelines with respect to the hire of school facilities  

 makes recommendations to School Council regarding the approval of hire arrangements  

  presents the next year’s budget at the November School Council meeting  
  

SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING YOUR CHILD 
 

Parents are requested to support and encourage their child/children in the following matters: 

 by being aware of, and reinforcing, the general school rules and routines.  

 Attendance and punctuality   

 Encourage children to take responsibility for return of notices, e.g. book club, excursion 
notes etc.  

 Name all articles of outer clothing and name possessions, such as sports materials and lunch 
boxes.  

 Please keep children at home when they have heavy colds or other illness that can be 
detected before school.  

 Discourage children from bringing expensive personal goods to school. Personal property 
brought to school by students is NOT covered by Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development Insurance and neither the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development nor the school are responsible for any loss.  

 Should students require access to a personal mobile phone, it needs to remain in the 
student’s school bag and switched off during the school day.  Mobile phones sighted by 
teachers will be stored by the school for the duration of the day.  Mobile phones are not 
encouraged to be brought to school.  

 
 

HOME SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS 
 
It is essential that children know their parents and school staff are interested in their development.  
There are a number of practical ways through which parents can make this interest a reality in the 
eyes of their children.  
 
Here are a few suggestions:  
 

 Listen to your children and talk with them.  Only the family can provide many of the rich 
experiences which are the right of every child.  

 Develop positive attitudes about, and be supportive of, the school.  

 Be alert to the first signs of stress which your child may be encountering through a problem 
at school. If concerned, make an appointment with the class teacher to discuss this further.  

 Show interest in the work your child brings home.  

 Provide time, place and the willingness to assist in any school work which may be given to 
the child.  

 Accept any invitations from the school to attend special events or parent information 
sessions  

 Attending parent/teacher meetings or interviews.  

 Contacting the school if altered home circumstances or a changing health pattern could 
affect your child's performance at school.  

 Read the school ‘Newsletter’ that is sent home fortnightly  
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 Above  all,  know  that  the  school  welcomes  you  to  see  what  your child  is  doing  in  the  
classroom.  

 Promptly answering written communications (notices) from the school.  
  
REMEMBER:  Parents and teachers are partners in the education of the child!  
 
 

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO HELP YOUR CHILD 
 

 Talk freely about the positives of school with your child.  

 Establish routines – bedtime, meal time, television time and recreation  

 Label every item of clothing and have your child recognise their name.  

 Model good speech, reading and writing habits.  e.g. Talk using complete sentences and 
correct English           

 Read and talk about stories together           

 Practise writing together for real life purposes e.g. Shopping lists 

 Model common courtesy and using good manners.  

 Encourage your child to have a go, take risks, observe and comment  

 Praise your child’s efforts and encourage confidence to accept new challenges.  

 Be aware of the school rules and values so that you can reinforce them with your child.  

 Model and teach your child basic road safety and pedestrian safety around the school e.g. 
using school crossings correctly, wearing seatbelts, exiting and entering the car safely.  

 Ensure your child attends school on a regular basis.  

 If possible schedule family holidays during the school term holidays.  

 Ensure that your child is punctual and arrives at school on time each morning.  
 

 
 
Please contact us if you have any questions or concern and let us know if anything is missing from 
this booklet that would be useful for you if it had been included. 
 
We wish you child or children a happy and productive year with us, and warmly welcome you as 
parents to our community. 


